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Position on Compensatory Revenue

passage of Minnesota’s Universal Meals Act, the form ilized,

AMSD BELIEVES

alized instruction, longer
mer programs, ongoing
programs to reduce

e All school districts are striving to meet
the needs of students whose educational
progress is below grade level as
assessed by federal, state or local 2
content or performance standards. T . g tudies have found a
current compensatory revenue formula
should be revised to better reflect the
increased resources needed.to properly
serve students from lg

eased academic success.?

families. _
e To ensure equi aw, compensatory revenue is
with high con ibuted to school sites using a formula

based on the number and concentration of
Students eligible for free or reduced-price
lunch at a site. Prior to 2023, to be eligible
for free or reduced-price lunch families
were required to complete an application
form with eligibility based on family
income.

most schools beca arents and
tudents are reluc o0 apply for the

unch program - -
The Minnesota Legislature passed the Free

sili o sl s School Meals Program in the 2023 session
— a program that provides state
reimbursement to schools that participate

BACKGROU in the National School Lunch and School
Breakfast Programs. The “Universal Meals

Compensatory revenue is funding, in Act” provides free breakfast and lunch for

addition to the state per pupil formula all Minnesota students, regardless of

for school districts, that provides income eligibility. As a result of the 2023

academic support services for students legislation, it is expected to become

at specific school sites in high poverty significantly more challenging to accurately

concentrated areas. Services funded determine the percentage of families below
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income thresholds, as families no longer need volunteer this information to districts. For
reference, for FY 23-24, a student from a family of four is eligible for the free lunch
program if the family income is at or below $39,000 - 130 percent of the federal poverty
level.2 A student from a family of four qualifies for the reduced-price lunch program if
their family income is at or below $55,500 - 185 percent of the federal poverty level.3

In the 2022-23 school year, 377,890 of Minnesota students (43.4 percent) qualified for the
free or reduced-price lunch program. That marks a nearly 12 percent increage — more
than 100,000 students — up from the 2021-22 school year.*

The graph below shows that the percent of students eligible for fr

such as inflation and post-pandemic economic instability
impacting many families and students in need. It is criti
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Source: Minnesota Department of Education and KidsCount.org
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