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Board of Directors Meeting 
Friday, April 10, 2026, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 

Quora Education Center, 70 West County B2, Little Canada, MN 
Hybrid Meeting – In person and via Zoom 

 
 
Members Present: Twenty-three members attended the meeting in person and 51 participated 
virtually. 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 

AMSD Vice Chair Alison Sherman called the meeting to order at 7:34 a.m. Sherman welcomed 
everyone in person and online. 
 

II. Routine Business 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of March 6 Meeting 
 

Vice Chair Sherman asked members to review the minutes from the March 6 meeting. A motion 
was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved. 
 

III. Guest Speakers 
 

Vice Chair Sherman introduced Rep. Bianca Virnig and Rep. Wayne Johnson. The legislators 
provided an update on activity at the Capitol and shared their thoughts about how the remaining 
weeks of the session will unfold. Reps. Virnig and Johnson answered several questions from 
Vice Chair Sherman as well as board members. 
 

IV. Executive Committee Report 
 

A. Elections to Fill Officer Vacancies 
 

Vice Chair Sherman shared that AMSD Chair Jim DeMay is currently running for a seat in the 
Minnesota House of Representatives and has resigned as Chair. Sherman reported that the 
Executive Committee has nominated her as Chair and Orono School Board Member Wendy 
Lundsgaard for the Vice Chair position. A motion was made and seconded to elect Sherman and 
Lundsgaard to officer vacancies on the Executive Committee. The motion was approved. 
 

V. Legislative Committee Report 
 

A. Approval of 2026 Legislative Priorities 
 

Executive Director Scott Croonquist reminded members that our past practice has been to 
streamline the legislative platform into a Legislative Priorities document as the session 
progresses to focus our advocacy efforts. Croonquist highlighted the priorities approved by the 
legislative committee all of which were included on the original platform. Croonquist noted that 
the document will serve as a useful resource for our Day at the Capitol event on Monday. A 
motion was made and seconded to approve the AMSD 2026 Legislative Priorities. The motion 
was approved. 



 
VI. Guest Speakers 

  

Chair Sherman introduced guest speakers from the Minnesota School Boards Association 
(MSBA) – Executive Director Kirk Schneidawind and Director of Communications and Member 
Engagement Erica Allenburg. Schneidawind and Allenburg presented an overview of the 
Minnesota Kids Rise initiative. AMSD is one of the partner organizations supporting the initiative. 
Board members were invited to share feedback and/or questions by contacting Allenburg or 
Schneidawind directly. 
 

VII. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Chair Sherman invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to give his report. Croonquist began 
by sharing that there are just over five weeks remaining in the legislative session until the 
mandatory adjournment date of May 18. Croonquist encouraged board members to ramp up 
their advocacy efforts to secure supplemental funding and adoption of our priorities. 
 
Croonquist reminded board members about our Day at the Capitol on Monday, April 13. 
Croonquist noted that leaders of the House and Senate Education Finance Committees – Sen. 
Kunesh, Sen. Kreun, Rep. Youakim and Rep. Bakeberg – will be joining us in the morning. He 
noted that the main purpose of the day is for members to meet with their local legislators to 
advocate for our legislative priorities. 
 

VIII. Adjourn 
 

Chair Sherman reminded board members of upcoming meetings and adjourned the meeting at 
9:03 a.m.  

 


