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Legislative Committee Meeting 

Friday, January 30, 2026, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 
Hybrid meeting – In person and via Zoom 

 
 
Members Present: Sally Browne  Colin Cox  Jim DeMay 

Marcy Doud  Jeff Holmberg  Wendy Lundsgaard 
Julie Nielsen  Kent Pekel  Michael Thomas 
Kita Yang 

 
Staff Present:  Scott Croonquist Kimberly Jansa Troy Melhus  
  
Guests Present: Kris Amundson Jim Grathwol  Lori Grivna 
    
 

I. Approval of Minutes of December 19 Meeting 
 

AMSD Chair Jim DeMay called the meeting to order at 7:34 a.m. DeMay asked members to review the 
minutes from the December 19 meeting. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The 
minutes were approved. 
 

II. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Chair DeMay invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to share his report. Croonquist shared the 
results of the last two primary elections held earlier this week. As expected, the DFL candidates won 
both elections and this returns the House to a 67-67 tie for the 2026 Legislative Session. 
 
Croonquist noted that Amy Klobuchar has officially entered the race for Governor, while Republican 
Candidate Chris Madel recently dropped out.  
 
Croonquist reported that the February forecast will not be released until the very end of February. As a 
result, the Governor will likely release any supplemental budget recommendations sometime in March. 
Croonquist also noted that Gov. Walz has issued an executive order implementing weapons screening 
at the Capitol. In addition, the Senate announced they will screen visitors to the Senate gallery. 
 
Croonquist shared that legislative leaders have agreed on committee deadlines for the 2026 session. 
March 27 is the policy bill deadline and April 17 is the fiscal bill deadline. 
 
Croonquist shared a brief update on the Seclusion Working Group noting the group continues to be very 
divided on potential recommendations. Supt. Marcy Doud gave an update on the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on Special Education and Supt. Kent Pekel shared that the most recent meeting of the 
Compensatory Revenue Task Force had to be rescheduled. 
 
Croonquist reminded committee members that the 2026 Legislative Session Preview is next Friday, 
February 6. The AMSD legislative platform will be presented by Superintendents Jeff Holmberg, Kent 
Pekel, and Lisa Sayles-Adams. MDE Commissioner Willie Jett is also going to attend and share some 



remarks. Croonquist noted that Rep. Sydney Jordan, Rep. Patricia Mueller, Sen. Steve Cwodzinski and 
Sen. Jim Abeler will serve on a legislative panel. Croonquist encouraged committee members to extend 
a personal invitation to their local legislators to attend the preview. 
 
Croonquist also reminded committee members that a keynote address highlighting the Dignity Index will 
follow the conclusion of the Session Preview. 
 

III. Discussion of Immigration Enforcement Actions 
  

Executive Director Croonquist shared that several AMSD superintendents, school board members and 
staff joined legislators and community members on Tuesday at a State Capitol press conference calling 
for designating schools and areas surrounding schools as protected areas free from immigration 
enforcement actions. Supt. Kent Pekel shared more detail about his comments at the press conference. 
 

IV. Discussion of Topic for Fall Conference 
  

Executive Director Croonquist asked committee members to review the list of past conference topics. 
Committee members shared ideas for potential conference topics including resilient leadership. This will 
be discussed again in future meetings. 
 

V. Adjournment 
  

There being no other business, Chair DeMay adjourned the meeting at 8:24 a.m. 


