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About our partnership

• Josiah Litant, Executive Director, & Mandy Janssen, Deputy Director

• A multi-sector, independent coalition of leaders representing 27 organizations 
across early childhood, K-12, higher education, nonprofits, workforce 
development, and government, working across the seams of education

• Coalition also includes bipartisan, bicameral legislator representation

• Created in statute in 2009 with the charge of making P-20 education policy 
recommendations to the governor and state legislature

• Much of our work also focuses on collaboration to influence change and to 
incubate, accelerate, and amplify promising practices statewide

• We are well positioned to tackle issues that cross sectors, like dual enrollment

Minnesota P-20 Education Partnership | www.ohe.mn.gov/p20 

http://www.ohe.mn.gov/p20


MNP20’s work in dual enrollment

• Dual Credit subcommittee from 2020-2024 with cross-organizational 
representation

• We explore the dual enrollment landscape with a comprehensive approach

• MNP20 looks at the work through two lenses:

➢What are the policy and funding barriers/opportunities?

➢What role can an intermediary play to help accelerate action?

• 2023 report with the CHSA, Improving Minnesota’s Dual Enrollment Funding 
System, which included a priority to increase access and equity as our core focus

• Conducted some initial dual enrollment ROI analysis in 2024
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“Next Phase of DE Policy” cohort

• A lack of cohesive, shared vision—the WHY—was hampering forward movement

• College in High School Alliance announced their “Next Phase of DE Policy” cohort 
opportunity; selected states are MN, NM, OH, OR, TN, VA, and WA

• Focusing on:

➢Developing a statewide vision for dual enrollment

➢Increasing intentionality of dual enrollment experiences

➢Increasing participation and success for rural and BIPOC students

• Work will lead to a series of recommendations to MNP20
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Stakeholder survey

• In late spring we conducted a dual enrollment-focused survey to assess the views 
of Minnesota’s dual enrollment stakeholders across K-12, higher ed, state 
government, and nonprofit/advocacy organizations.

• Our primary goal was to gather more information about opinions around dual 
enrollment from K-12 and higher education, and to see where differences and 
agreement existed across sectors

• This survey was specifically not intended for students or families—we are 
currently conducting surveys of both of those groups (with over 2,000 student 
responses and over 600 family responses to date)
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Survey overview: Participation

The survey received 1,014 completed responses:

• K-12: 687 responses

• Postsecondary: 258 responses

• Nonprofit/advocacy orgs: 27 responses

• State government: 23 responses

• Other sectors: 19 responses 
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Survey overview: Participation

There was diverse representation across roles, including in K-12:

• Principal or other school administrator: 233 responses

• Superintendent or other central office administrator: 143 responses

• Counselor or academic advisor: 121 responses

• Teacher: 113 responses

• Dual enrollment coordinator: 5 responses

• Other roles: 68 responses
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Survey overview: Participation

There was broad participation from all parts of the state*
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REGION

• Seven County Metro: 284 responses

• Central: 229 responses

• Southeast: 147 responses

• Southwest: 107 responses

• Northeast: 71 responses

• Northwest: 70 responses

• Statewide: 43 responses

GEOGRAPHIC CLASSIFICATION

• Rural: 518 responses

• Rural-suburban mix: 241 responses

• Suburban or micropolitan: 213 responses

• Urban/metro: 198 responses

*respondents could select more than one option when 
identifying what region of the state they work in
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Survey overview: Findings

In general:

• Survey findings revealed that, in general, K-12 and postsecondary agree on the value and 
potential of dual enrollment

• K-12 and postsecondary also agree on a number of the solutions to expand access and success for 
students

• We also saw that K-12 and postsecondary have different perceptions of each other and their roles 
in MN’s dual enrollment ecosystem

• Funding model concerns were consistently raised and are a major barrier to progress, though not 
the central focus of this project

• There were not significant differences in rural vs. non-rural responses, aside from access concerns
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Survey overview: Findings

Communications, Messaging, and Vision:

• Many felt that students know what DE is, but fewer felt that they understand how 
credit transfer work or the risks/drawbacks of DE participation

• A majority felt that families do not fully understand what DE is, with particular 
concerns about families with limited English proficiency or lower socioeconomic 
status facing larger gaps in information and support

• High schools feel that their work is being undermined by online college programs 
in particular

• The complexity and variation of programs creates confusion for all
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Survey overview: Findings

Access

• A majority believed that all high school students should have access to 
appropriate DE opportunities

• A majority also felt that students experience barriers to accessing DE 
opportunities

• Specific concerns were raised about access to opportunities across geographies 
(rural access)

• Transportation to campuses is a challenge for PSEO

Minnesota P-20 Education Partnership | www.ohe.mn.gov/p20 

http://www.ohe.mn.gov/p20


Survey overview: Findings

Success and Resources

• Students in under-resourced schools lack local DE opportunities and adequate advising

• Broad desire for better counseling/advising around course selection, transferability, and career alignment

• Significant concerns about the responsibilities around counseling (students and families) largely falling to 
school counselors who don’t have the capacity

• Concerns about lack of academic supports for students needing help (PSEO)

• K-12 specifically cited concerns about student readiness for DE (PSEO in particular)

• Frustration in K-12 with schools being expected to provide student support without additional funding or 
oversight authority, nor real-time academic progress data
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Survey overview: Findings

Policy

• Broad support for policies to ensure equitable access across race, income, geography, and school type

• High school counselors and admin feel overwhelmed with tracking applications, eligibility, and scheduling

• Concerns that GPA or age requirements exclude capable or motivated students

• Scheduling is a major challenge for student access

• Concerns that eligibility policies do not always align with student readiness

• Concerns about course overload (e.g., a full course load per semester)

• Desire for strengthening collaboration by creating policies that make dual enrollment a win-win-win 
(students-schools-colleges)
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Survey Overview: Findings

Intentionality

• There is a desire for clearer pathways from DE to credential or degree, especially in CTE

• Both K-12 and higher ed reported that stronger relationships between them are a 
positive aspect of dual enrollment when it works well, resulting in shared curriculum 
planning, PD opportunities, and systems alignment

• If students can participate more equally in DE it could be a tool to narrow success gaps

• Concerns about the lack of coordination by postsecondary with high schools, specifically 
a lack of alignment in schedules, calendars, and communication, as well as inconsistent 
partnership and cooperation between high schools and colleges
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What comes next?

• Read the report for many more details and specifics

• Holding roundtable discussions with students in 2026, looking at other 
structured input opportunities for stakeholders

• Additional opportunities for engagement, input, and feedback as we draft our 
work—our state vision will be the next thing we share out for input

• Email Josiah if you are not on our contact list (or are not sure if you are) and want to be 
added: josiah.litant@state.mn.us 

• Recommendations to be brought to MNP20 in fall 2026
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Questions or discussion?

For more information:

Josiah S. Litant, Executive Director
Minnesota P-20 Education Partnership 
josiah.litant@state.mn.us  |  651.468.1483
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