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Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, November 7, 2025, 7:30 — 9 a.m.
Quora Education Center, 70 West County B2, Little Canada, MN
Hybrid Meeting — In person and via Zoom

Members Present: Forty-six members attended the meeting in person and 61 participated
virtually.
Welcome and Introductions

AMSD Chair Jim DeMay called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. DeMay welcomed everyone in
person and online and asked if there were any introductions. Several introductions were made.
Executive Director Croonquist congratulated Minneapolis Supt. Lisa Sayles Adams on being
named MASA’s Minnesota Superintendent of the Year.

Routine Business

A. Approval of Minutes of October 3 Meeting

Chair DeMay asked members to review the minutes from the October 3 meeting. A motion was
made and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved.

Guest Speakers

Chair DeMay introduced Rep. Nathan Coulter (DFL-Bloomington) and Rep. Andrew Myers (R-
Tonka Bay). Rep. Coulter and Rep. Myers shared their perspective on issues likely to come up in
the upcoming session, as well as some advocacy tips. They also answered a few questions from
Board members.

Effective Legislative Advocacy Presentation

Chair DeMay invited AMSD Consultants Kris Amundson and Lori Grivna to speak on the topic of
effective legislative advocacy. Their presentation included tips on building relationships and
communicating effectively with legislators, testifying before legislative committees, and
navigating the legislative website.

Legislative Committee Report
A. Approval of Updated Position Papers

Chair DeMay reminded board members that AMSD has position papers that are reviewed and
updated each year. At its last meeting, the legislative committee approved the position papers on
Charter Schools, Mandate Reduction and Local Control, School and Student Safety, Special
Education, Taxpayer Subsidies for Nonpublic K-12 Education. Executive Director Scott
Croonquist provided an overview of the changes to each of the approved papers. Chair DeMay
asked if there were any questions about any of the updated papers. There were no questions,
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and a motion was made and seconded to approve the updates to the five position papers. The
position papers were approved.

Executive Director’s Report

Chair DeMay invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to give his report. Croonquist thanked
the LAC members joining us this morning. Croonquist shared that we have compiled a list of
AMSD districts with LACs which can be found with the meeting materials. If your district has an
LAC but is not listed, please be sure to let us know.

Croonquist shared the overall referendum results, which were quite positive statewide. There
were 15 AMSD member districts with 21 questions on the ballot. Croonquist reported that 14 of
the 15 districts passed 19 of 21 questions. Croonquist noted that the AMSD referendum results
are posted with the meeting materials.

Croonquist noted that the Democrats will retain a one seat majority in the Senate following the
results of two senate special elections. Two more special elections will be required after two
House Members were elected to other offices on Election Day. The special elections will take
place on January 27.

Croonquist shared a brief update on some of the working groups/task forces currently meeting.

Croonquist then asked AMSD Director of Communications Troy Melhus to provide a brief
overview of the various advocacy tools and resources on the AMSD website. Following the
overview, Croonquist urged members to contact him or Melhus if they have any questions about
the website or legislative advocacy.

Adjourn

Chair DeMay reminded board members of upcoming meetings and adjourned the meeting at 9
a.m.



