


From Vision to Reality:

How Perpich Walks with Districts

Every Step of the Way to

Improve Your Arts Education Program



Perpich is a state agency.



Perpich is Unique

State Agency

● Governor

● MMB Policies 
(MN Management 

and Budget)

Perpich 

Center for 

Arts 

Education

Public School

● MDE

● MSBA Policies
(Minnesota School 

Board Association)



How is Perpich Center for Arts Education Funded?



What Perpich is Currently Doing for You

https://bit.ly/amsdperpich

https://bit.ly/amsdperpich


Three legged stool – focus on PDR



What is CAPP?

Support to plan/improve K-12 Arts programming

● Year 1: Arts program analysis       3-year strategic plan

● Year 2: First year of Strategic Plan implementation 

○ Continues 2 years beyond Perpich support

● As of 2025-2027, funding is based on number of K-12 arts areas in 

the plan (Subs, PD)



20th Cohort!

206 Districts

75-45,000 Students          

impacted per 

district



2023-2025 Cohort 2025-2027 Cohort

● Bluffview Montessori 

(Winona)

● Central (Norwood Young 

America)

● Chisholm
● Duluth

● Hopkins

● MACCRAY

● St. Cloud

● Yellow Medicine East

● Academias La Paz (St. Paul)

● Alexandria

● Big Lake

● Brainerd

● International Spanish Language 
Academy (Edina)

● Inver Grove Heights

● Kasson-Mantorville

● Little Falls

● Waconia



St. Cloud Area School District



Building the Plan



Direction #1: Connect to the Community



Direction #2: Diversity, Equity, and Access



Direction #3: Support for Staff



Early Impact and What’s Next



Closing



Duluth Example - Opening



Building the Plan



Direction #1: Partnerships, Collaboration &

Connection



Direction #2: Media Arts



Direction #3: Systems and Protocols 



Early Impact and Reflection



Closing



● Next cohort is 2027-2029

● Application window opens Dec 2026 

● Applications likely written by Arts teachers who would 

become co-chairs + a district liaison

Apply for the Next CAPP Cohort?



What is Available NOW? 

Six Arts Education Specialists!

Dance • Theater • Music • Visual & Media Arts • Leadership & Data • CAPP



2024-2025 School Year

275 Districts served by       

the PDR team

2,755 Points of contact

1,467 Arts educators

400 Non-arts educators

107 Administrators



Professional Development Customized for District Needs 

Dance (also Physical Education)

Theater (also ELA)

Music

Visual & Media Arts

Leadership & Data



Virtual sessions coming up 

relicensure topics through an arts lens

Intercultural Conflict Survey

Workshops Open to MN Educators/Administrators



Multi-Session Cohorts 

Elementary Art Cohort

Media Arts Cohorts 1 & 2

Theater Mentors



MN Reflective Artist Award                  11th & 12th 

graders

Project 1 with Journal
Culminating

Reflection

State-level recognition of achievement in the Arts

Deepen skills in the Arts that transfer to college and career

Make thinking visible

Project 2 with Journal



Arts Education Library for You!

Native Authors   

Collections

Professional 

Collection

Children’s Arts & 

Diversity Collection



Contact:

allegra.smisek@pcae.k12.mn.us

(612) 271-1698

mailto:allegra.smisek@pcae.k12.mn.us
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