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Executive Committee Meeting 
Friday, July 25, 2025, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 

Hybrid meeting – In person and via Zoom 
 
Members Present:  Jim DeMay  Marcy Doud  Marcus Hill 
    Laura Oksnevad  Kent Pekel  Alison Sherman  

Stacie Stanley  Michael Thomas Kita Yang 
  
Staff Present:   Scott Croonquist Kimberly Jansa Troy Melhus  
  
Guests Present:  Kris Amundson Josh Downham Lori Grivna   
 
 

I. Welcome 
 

AMSD Chair Laura Oksnevad called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. and welcomed everyone. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes of June 13 Meeting 
 

Chair Oksnevad asked members to review the minutes from the June 13 meeting. A motion was made 
and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved. 
 

III. Approval of July Disbursements 
 

Chair Oksnevad asked members to review the monthly disbursements. A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the July disbursements. The disbursements were approved. 
 

IV. Approval of Quarterly Treasurer’s Report 
 

Chair Oksnevad asked members to review the quarterly treasurer’s report. A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the report. The quarterly treasurer’s report was approved. 
 

V. Approval of AMSD Officer and Committee Nominees 
 

Chair Oksnevad reminded members that the terms of some current committee members will end 
following today’s meeting. Oksnevad noted that new committee members nominated today will be 
elected at the August board of directors meeting to serve three-year terms. Oksnevad reported that the 
candidates identified have been contacted and are interested in serving. The nominees are: 
 
Officer Nominees: 
Chair: Jim DeMay, School Board, Mounds View Public Schools 
Vice Chair: Alison Sherman, School Board, Stillwater Area Public Schools 
Treasurer: Jenny Loeck, Superintendent, Roseville Area Schools 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the slate of nominees. The motion was approved. 
 
 



Executive Committee Nominees: 
Wendy Lundsgaard, School Board, Orono Schools 
Julie Nielsen, Superintendent, South Washington County Schools 
Alison Sherman, School Board, Stillwater Area Public Schools 
 
Legislative Committee Nominee: 
Scott Thielman, Superintendent, Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose Schools 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the slate of nominees. The motion was approved. 
 

VI. Approval of Perpich Center for Arts Education as an AMSD Associate Member 
 

Oksnevad reported that Perpich Center for Arts Education is interested in becoming an associate 
member. Executive Director Croonquist reminded members that associate members are non-voting 
members and not eligible to serve on committees but otherwise receive the benefits of membership. 
AMSD bylaws require committee approval of the membership before it is brought to the Board of 
Directors for full approval.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve Perpich Center for Arts Education as an AMSD Associate 
Member. The motion was approved. 
 

VII. MSBA One Voice for Public Schools Presentation 
 

Chair Oksnevad invited MSBA Executive Director Kirk Schneidawind and Director of Member 
Engagement Erica Allenburg to share their presentation on the One Voice initiative. Following their 
presentation, Schneidawind and Allenburg answered several questions from committee members. Chair 
Oksnevad thanked Schneidawind and Allenburg for their presentation. 
 

VIII. Recognition of Outgoing Committee Members 
 

Chair Oksnevad noted that this was the last meeting for some committee members whose terms are 
ending: 
 
Executive Committee:  Marcus Hill and Stacie Stanley 
Legislative Committee:  Lisa Sayles-Adams 
 
Oksnevad thanked Marcus Hill and Stacie Stanley for their dedicated service over the past three years 
and presented them with an appreciation gift on behalf of AMSD. Lisa Sayles-Adams was unable to 
attend the meeting today and will be recognized at the August 1 board meeting. 
 

IX. Discussion of AMSD Participation in One Voice for Public Schools Initiative 
 

Committee members discussed the benefits and concerns of joining the initiative. Members expressed 
general support for the plan and the need to proactively build support for public education. Concerns 
were raised about how much input AMSD would have in the decision-making process, whether the 
unique needs of metro districts would be addressed, and not knowing which organizations could 
potentially be partners in the initiative. Concern was also raised about the cost and whether it was the 
best use of limited resources. After discussion, committee members agreed to hold off on making a 
decision until it was clear which organizations will be participating.  
 

X. Adjournment 
 

There being no other business, Chair Oksnevad adjourned the executive committee meeting at 9 a.m. 


