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Amending Minnesota’s Constitution to
Ensure a Quality Public Education

Former Supreme Court Justice Alan Page and Minneapolis Federal resident Neel
Kashkari have initiated an important discussion with their propos innesota’s

Constitution to guarantee every student a right to a quality publi D agrees that
ensuring a quality public education for each and every studen f the state
For far too long, not all Minnesota students have had equit

education

Over the past three years, AMSD superintendents h ts, parents, cultural
representatives, community members, business leader ucation stakeholders to

Reimagine Minnesota and conceptualize a new model of
success of each and every student All Minpesotans will be

n that is designed for the
hen we ensure that each and

With that context, AMSD believes clarifica ed related

constitutional language in the following are

proposed new

Defining a Quality Education

AMSD agrees that the cu igati e state, to provide an adequate education, is
i § j pt agreement on what constitutes an

e do not indicate whether a student is prepared with the skills
the economy, our democracy and society.

The proposed would eliminate the requirement that the legislature establish a general
and uniform system’of public schools. AMSD believes it is critical that this language remain in
the State Constitution. All students, regardless of race, ethnicity, family income or geography
must have equal access to a clearly defined quality public education. While local communities
should have the ability to provide resources that offer students additional opportunities, every
public school student must have equal access to the state resources that will provide a quality
education.
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State Funding

The current State Constitution requires the legislature to establish a general and uniform system
of public schools “by taxation or otherwise as will secure a thorough and efficient system of
public schools throughout the state.” While this language clearly has not compelled the state to
provide the resources school districts need to ensure each and every students has access to an
adequate, let alone quality, education, AMSD believes the better course of action is to strengthen
this language rather than remove it. Minnesota’s current education funding system requires
local taxpayers to contribute significant resources to provide basic progra and services to
their students. In fact, more than 9o percent of Minnesota school dlstrlc on revenue from
a voter-approved referendum to ensure their students graduate from chool prepared for
college or career. AMSD believes the Constitution should be amend; ire the state to
fully fund public education and not rely on local, voter-approve
needed resources.

AMSD stands ready to help clarify and improve the prop
ensure that the Constitution makes it a paramount du
child a quality education to ensure they attain the k
participate in the economy, our democracy and socie

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIO

PROPOSED AMENDMENT
EQUAL RIGHT TO QUALITY PUBLIC
EDUCATION. All children hayg e

BION CLAUSE (ARTICLE X, SEC 1)
M OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

e stability of a republican form of government
pending mainly upon the intelligence of the

ple, it is the duty of the legislature to establish a
ral and uniform system of public schools. The
egislature shall make such provisions by taxation
or otherwise as will secure a thorough and efficient
system of public schools throughout the state.
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