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Answering the Census is Safe

The Law Protects Your Answers.

By law, the Census Bureau cannot share your answers with the IRS, FBI, Welfare, Immigration or any other 
government agency. No court of law, not even the President of the United States, can find out your 
answers. And the same law that keeps your answers out of the hands of these agencies, prevents the Census 
Bureau from selling or giving away your address to people who want to send you mail.

Highly Motivated Employees Protect Your Answers.

Census workers are sworn for life to secrecy. They know that if they give out any information they see on a 
form, they can face a $250,000 fine and a five-year prison term. Census workers must pass security and 
employment reference checks. Protecting the privacy of people who reply to the census is an important part 
of every census takers training.

Technology Protects Your Answers.

The Census Bureau protects your information with numerous security measures, including electronic barriers, 
scrambling devices and dedicated lines. Your answers are combined with others to produce the statistical 
summaries that are published. No one can connect your answers with your name or address.



The 2020 Census is about:

Equal
representation

Fair distribution  
of resources

Data to make 
smart decisions



2010 Congressional Reapportionment



Election Data Services Estimates and Projections 2018



How might Minnesota congressional districts 
change if the state were to lose a seat?



Census counts guide the distribution of dollars

• 15 billion federal dollars 
distributed to Minnesota each 
year on the basis of census data

• $2,796 per person is allocated by 
the federal government to 
Minnesota each year (that’s 
about $27,960 per person over 
the decade)





How will Minnesota residents know what to do?

• When it’s time to 
respond, most 
households will 
receive an invitation 
in the mail. 

• Every household will 
have the option of 
responding online, by 
mail, or by phone. 



What can your organization do to support the 2020 Census in 
Minnesota?

• Sign up to be part of the We Count MN network (this will make sure you get the We Count MN 
content)

 Put We Count MN content in your regular newsletters

 Use Social Media to distribute We Count MN content

 Put We Count MN content on your websites

 Send 1-5 email blasts between now and May 2020 to your existing lists with series of "census asks" (We Count 
MN to provide the content--commit to census, apply for census jobs, sign up to be an apartment captain, 
remember to fill out your form)

• Add We Count MN content with materials that are regularly distributed to clients, employees, 
constituents

• Organize "Commit to Census" outreach event(s)

• Organize Census Response Table(s)
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Where will we see growth?



Po

Population Change, 
2010-2015

2010-2017

Majority of the 
growth (83%) 
occurred in 7-county 
metro

• MN grew by 
274,000 in 7 years

• Hennepin and 
Ramsey added 
135,00 jointly



Minneapolis and St. Paul have led growth in the 2010s
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What economic circumstances will affect our students’ future?
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This decade and next: Unprecedented 
increases in MN’s 65+ population 
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, MN State Demographic Center
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The transition to an older Minnesota has just begun

First boomer 
turns 65

You are here

First boomer turns 80

Last boomer turns 65

Last boomer 
turns 80

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045



Minnesota’s labor force growth is projected to slow further
over the next 10 years
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Source: Minnesota Job Vacancies Survey, MN DEED 23



All Ages: Net in-migration to Minnesota has increased in the 
past two years
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The percentage of children in poverty is higher today than it 
was 1999 
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Children in poverty, 

2013-2017

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey



3. How culturally diverse will our student populations be?
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Populations of Color now jointly total  more than 860,000 
in the Twin Cities Metro, 28% of the population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau data



Minnesota is more racially diverse at younger ages
Minnesota 2017
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Report available at mn.gov/demography



Children in 
poverty,

Minnesota, 
2012-2016 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey



Keep in touch

Email: demography.helpline@state.mn.us

Website: mn.gov/demography


