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Oppose	
  HF	
  1860	
  

AMSD	
  Talking	
  Points	
  
	
  
About	
  the	
  Bill	
  
HF	
  1860	
  proposes	
  to	
  amend	
  current	
  law	
  to	
  require	
  operating	
  referendum	
  levy	
  revenue	
  to	
  follow	
  
resident	
  students	
  to	
  charter	
  schools.	
  	
  Statewide,	
  this	
  legislation	
  would	
  effectively	
  transfer	
  about	
  
$20	
  million	
  from	
  school	
  districts	
  to	
  charter	
  schools.	
  	
  The	
  bill	
  was	
  heard	
  on	
  January	
  24,	
  2012	
  in	
  
the	
  House	
  Education	
  Finance	
  Committee	
  and	
  was	
  laid	
  over	
  for	
  possible	
  inclusion	
  in	
  an	
  omnibus	
  
bill.	
  
	
  
Key	
  Points	
  

• The	
  proposal	
  negatively	
  impacts	
  many	
  AMSD	
  member	
  school	
  districts.	
  	
  21	
  of	
  AMSD’s	
  37	
  
member	
  school	
  districts	
  would	
  lose	
  a	
  combined	
  $17	
  million	
  in	
  revenue	
  under	
  this	
  
legislation	
  according	
  to	
  House	
  Research	
  and	
  Fiscal	
  Analysis.	
  (see	
  chart	
  on	
  reverse	
  side)	
  

• When	
  the	
  original	
  charter	
  school	
  law	
  was	
  passed,	
  state	
  policymakers	
  determined	
  that	
  the	
  
power	
  to	
  levy	
  and	
  expend	
  property	
  tax	
  dollars	
  should	
  reside	
  with	
  locally	
  elected	
  school	
  
boards	
  who	
  are	
  directly	
  accountable	
  to	
  taxpayers	
  at	
  the	
  ballot	
  box.	
  	
  	
  

• To	
  recognize	
  that	
  charter	
  schools	
  would	
  not	
  directly	
  receive	
  referendum	
  levy	
  revenue,	
  the	
  
charter	
  school	
  legislation	
  made	
  school	
  districts	
  responsible	
  for	
  the	
  special	
  education	
  costs	
  
and	
  transportation	
  costs	
  associated	
  with	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  students	
  residing	
  in	
  the	
  
school	
  district.	
  	
  The	
  Minnesota	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  estimates	
  that	
  AMSD	
  member	
  
school	
  districts	
  spend	
  more	
  than	
  $15	
  million	
  above	
  and	
  beyond	
  the	
  aid	
  they	
  receive	
  from	
  
the	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  government,	
  for	
  special	
  education	
  services	
  for	
  charter	
  school	
  
students.	
  	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  school	
  districts	
  already	
  use	
  referendum	
  revenue	
  to	
  subsidize	
  
charter	
  schools.	
  (see	
  chart	
  on	
  reverse	
  side)	
  

• School	
  districts	
  are	
  responsible	
  for	
  the	
  costs	
  associated	
  with	
  running	
  the	
  referendum	
  
election	
  including	
  mandated	
  first	
  class	
  mailings	
  to	
  every	
  household	
  in	
  the	
  district	
  and	
  
paying	
  other	
  election	
  related	
  costs.	
  

• School	
  districts	
  are	
  responsible	
  for	
  providing	
  transportation	
  services	
  to	
  charter	
  school	
  
students.	
  	
  While	
  the	
  state	
  provides	
  some	
  transportation	
  aid	
  to	
  school	
  districts	
  for	
  charter	
  
school	
  transportation,	
  it	
  is	
  generally	
  not	
  sufficient	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  cost.	
  

• School	
  districts	
  offer	
  comprehensive	
  community	
  education	
  services	
  to	
  all	
  school	
  district	
  
residents.	
  	
  Residents	
  taking	
  advantage	
  of	
  community	
  education	
  classes	
  may	
  have	
  children	
  
in	
  charter	
  schools,	
  private	
  schools	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  district	
  schools.	
  

• The	
  school	
  district	
  is	
  ultimately	
  responsible	
  for	
  educating	
  any	
  and	
  all	
  resident	
  school	
  
children	
  that	
  enroll	
  in	
  their	
  schools.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  uncommon	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  move	
  back	
  and	
  
forth	
  between	
  charter	
  schools	
  and	
  the	
  district	
  schools,	
  between	
  private	
  schools	
  and	
  the	
  
district	
  schools	
  and	
  between	
  home	
  schooling	
  and	
  the	
  district	
  schools.
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