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Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, August 7, 2026, 7:30 — 9 a.m.
Quora Education Center, 70 West County B2, Little Canada, MN
Hybrid Meeting — In person and via Zoom

Members Present: Twenty-nine members attended the meeting in person and 62 participated
virtually.
Welcome and Introductions
AMSD Chair Alison Sherman called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. Sherman welcomed
everyone in person and online.
Routine Business
A. Approval of Minutes of May 29 Meeting

Chair Sherman asked members to review the minutes from the May 29 meeting. A motion was
made and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved.

Executive Committee Report

A. Election of New Executive and Legislative Committee Members

Chair Sherman reported that the Executive Committee had nominated the following AMSD board
members to serve on the Executive Committee for 3-year terms:

Heidi Kader, School Board Member, Wayzata Public Schools
Zena Stenvik, Superintendent, Columbia Heights Public Schools

A motion was made and seconded to approve the nominees. The motion was approved.

Chair Sherman reported that the Executive Committee had nominated the following AMSD board
members to serve on the Legislative Committee for 3-year terms:

Latanya Daniels, Superintendent, Burnsville-Eagan-Savage School District 191
Nick Zitek, School Board Member, Shakopee Public Schools

A motion was made and seconded to approve the nominees. The motion was approved.

B. Election of Officers
Chair Sherman reported that the Executive Committee had nominated the following AMSD board
members to serve as officers for 2026-2027:

Chair: Alison Sherman, School Board Member, Stillwater Area Public Schools
Vice Chair: Heidi Kader, School Board Member, Wayzata Public Schools
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Treasurer: Jenny Loeck, Superintendent, Roseville Area Schools

A motion was made and seconded to approve the nominees. The motion was approved.

Recognition of Outgoing AMSD Chair

Chair Sherman thanked Jim DeMay for his leadership as AMSD Chair over the past year.
Sherman presented DeMay a $100 donation to the Mounds View Schools Education Foundation
in appreciation of his service.

Guest Speakers

Chair Sherman introduced our guests joining us from the Vote Yes for Minnesota Students
advocacy campaign in support of the Permanent School Fund Constitutional Amendment —
Jaime Tincher, Senior Advisor, and Isis Stark, Campaign Manager. Tincher and Stark provided
some background information and a campaign update. Following their presentation, the
speakers answered questions from board members.

Update on the Blue Ribbon Commission on Special Education

Chair Sherman introduced Supt. Marcy Doud and Supt. Stacie Stanley, who serve on the Blue
Ribbon Commission on Special Education. Doud and Stanley presented a thorough overview of
the commission’s membership, charge, subcommittees and goals. They provided an overview of
the recommendations under consideration which include shifting ADSIS funding and
homeless/highly mobile transportation to the general fund, phasing out the hold harmless
provision from the special education formula, and tuition billing changes. Doud and Stanley noted
that the report with final recommendations will be done over the next several weeks with an
October 1 deadline for the final report.

Update on the Compensatory Revenue Task Force

Chair Sherman introduced Supt. Zena Stenvik, who along with Supt. Kent Pekel, has spent the
past several months working on the Compensatory Revenue Task Force. Stenvik began with the
charge of the task force and provided an overview of the recommendations under consideration
including reinstating the application for educational benefits form. The task force’s final report is
due October 15.

Executive Director’s Report

Chair Sherman invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to give his report. Croonquist began
by thanking the superintendents that worked on the commission and task force.

Croonquist shared that Gov. Walz does not plan to call a special session to extend the
peacetime emergency to fight the fires in Northeastern Minnesota.

Croonquist noted that the Department of Revenue is planning a series of listening sessions on
property taxes to develop potential recommendations heading into the legislative session. The
schedule and further information will be sent out in our weekly email update.

Croonquist invited board members to review the materials that were posted on the website for
today’s meeting including the 2026-2027 meeting calendar and an information sheet on the
Permanent School Fund Constitutional Amendment.

Croonquist also noted that the 2026 State Election Guide is now available. Croonquist stressed
the importance of early involvement in the legislative process by engaging local legislative
candidates. The upcoming session is going to be challenging and election season is a great time
to get engaged!
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Croonquist reported that the legislative platform survey will soon be distributed to AMSD Board
Members and district staff leaders. The feedback gathered will be the starting point for the
Legislative Committee as they develop the 2027 platform over the coming months.

IX. Adjourn

Chair Sherman reminded board members of upcoming meetings and adjourned the meeting at
9:03 a.m.



