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Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, May 29, 2026, 7:30 — 9 a.m.
Quora Education Center, 70 West County B2, Little Canada, MN
Hybrid Meeting — In person and via Zoom

Members Present: Twenty members attended the meeting in person and 59 participated virtually.

Welcome and Introductions

AMSD Chair Alison Sherman called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. Sherman welcomed
everyone in person and online.

Routine Business

A. Approval of Minutes of May 1 Meeting

Chair Sherman asked members to review the minutes from the May 1 meeting. A motion was
made and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved.

Executive Committee Report
A. Adoption of 2026-2027 AMSD Budget and Membership Fees

Chair Sherman reported that the Executive Committee has approved the proposed 2026-2027
AMSD budget and membership fees. Sherman noted that the membership fees remain relatively
flat with some small variations due to changes in each district’s resident student count. She also
reported the budget includes a cost-of-living adjustment for AMSD staff. Sherman also noted the
newly named Special Projects and Events Expense, which is comprised mainly of support of the
Minnesota Kids Rise initiative.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the 2026-2027 AMSD Budget and Membership
Fees. The budget and fees were approved.

Executive Director’s Report

Chair Sherman invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to give his report. Croonquist began
by inviting board members to review the meeting materials on the AMSD Board meeting page
including two information briefs — one on the proposed Permanent School Fund Constitutional
Amendment and one on the Federal Scholarship Tax Credit. Croonquist also noted that his
annual report is posted with the materials.

Croonquist invited board members to complete the annual membership survey, which is posted
with today’s meeting materials and will also be sent in today’s email update.

Croonquist reported that several education groups are meeting to develop a statewide campaign
on the Permanent School Fund amendment. Croonquist emphasized that if a voter does not vote
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on the question, it has the effect of a being a “no” vote. The campaign will work to educate voters
on this important issue.

Croonquist thanked the AMSD team for their work and AMSD members for their advocacy
throughout the session. Croonquist also congratulated Dr. Deb Henton on her upcoming
retirement and thanked her for her partnership.

Guest Speaker

Executive Director Croonquist introduced Gary Lee, Deputy Executive Director, Minnesota
School Boards Association. Lee provided an overview of the proposed Educator Group
Insurance Program and its potential impacts on school districts. Following his presentation, Lee
answered questions from board members.

Guest Speakers

Chair Sherman introduced our guest speakers from the Minnesota Department of Education —
Adosh Unni, Director of Government Relations, and Cathy Erickson, Director of School Finance.
Unni and Erickson presented an overview of the education-related legislation that was approved
during the 2026 session. Throughout their presentation, they both fielded questions from board
members.

Adjourn

Chair Sherman reminded board members of upcoming meetings and adjourned the meeting at
9:07 a.m.



