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Legislative Committee Meeting
Friday, June 12, 2026, 7:30 — 9 a.m.
Hybrid meeting — In person and via Zoom

Members Present: Sally Browne Colin Cox Marcy Doud
Jeff Holmberg Wendy Lundsgaard Julie Nielsen
Kent Pekel Alison Sherman Michael Thomas
Kita Yang

Staff Present: Scott Croonquist Kimberly Jansa Troy Melhus

Guests Present: Josh Downham Jim Grathwol Lori Grivha

Approval of Minutes of May 15 Meeting

AMSD Vice Chair Wendy Lundsgaard called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. Lundsgaard asked
members to review the minutes from the May 15 meeting. A motion was made and seconded to approve
the minutes. The minutes were approved.

Executive Director’s Report

Vice Chair Lundsgaard invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to share his report. Croonquist noted
that there is not much new to report from the legislature as the focus has shifted to the election with
competitive primaries coming up.

Croonquist reported that the Minnesota Kids Rise initiative has soft-launched its website, which includes
an opportunity to sign up for access to toolkit resources when they become available. Croonquist shared
that the goal is to continue to build momentum over the summer with the official launch on September 2
at the Minnesota State Fair.

Supt. Marcy Doud gave a brief update on the Blue Ribbon Commission on Special Education, sharing
that at the June 4 meeting several subcommittees shared their short and long-term recommendations.
Recommendations topics included the simplification of the IEP process, special education
transportation, charter school tuition billing, and modifications to the ADSIS program. Doud reported that
the commission was aligned on many of the proposed recommendations but still has issues to work
through on some of the recommendations. The next meeting is scheduled for July 15.

Supt. Kent Pekel shared an overview on the Compensatory Revenue Task Force. He noted that there is
support among task force members to reinstate the application for educational benefits form and add
eligibility for the Sun Bucks program along with direct certification to identify students for compensatory
services. Pekel noted the need for more information from MDE, and that there continues to be
discussions about the appropriate level for the concentration factor. The task force will have one more
in-person meeting on July 28. The final report is expected to be finalized by September.



Review Membership Survey Results

Executive Director Croonquist invited committee members to review the results from the recent
membership survey. The survey was distributed to all AMSD Board members and other district staff. A
total of 29 responses were received, and the feedback was quite positive. Croonquist shared an
overview of the survey results and noted some of the comments and suggestions.

. Adjournment

There being no other business, Vice Chair Lundsgaard adjourned the meeting at 8:08 a.m.



