
 
 

February 23, 2026 

Dear Members of the House Education Finance Committee: 

   Thank you for the opportunity to provide some input regarding HF 3492, HF 3493, HF 3494, and HF 3495 —       ​
   bills addressing safe schools revenue. 

We greatly appreciate the Committee’s focus on school safety and security. Ensuring that students and staff learn 
and work in safe, supportive environments is a top priority for our members. While we support the focus on 
school safety, the proposals currently under consideration do not adequately address the scope of need facing 
school districts. 

The safe schools levy has not been increased in more than a decade. Over that time, inflation has substantially 
eroded its purchasing power, while both the complexity and cost of maintaining safe learning environments have 
grown considerably. School districts are experiencing significant cost pressures in several areas including: 

●​ Facility security upgrades, including secure entrances and access control systems; 
●​ Security camera systems and monitoring technology, with ongoing maintenance and replacement costs; 
●​ Cybersecurity infrastructure, as school districts face increasingly sophisticated threats to student data and 

operational systems; and 
●​ Student mental health supports, including the need for additional counselors, social workers, 

psychologists, and other school support professionals to address escalating student needs. 

School districts need a sufficient, reliable and ongoing funding stream to invest across this full continuum to 
maintain secure and supportive learning environments. We appreciate the increased flexibility and support for 
cooperative entities offered in HF 3494, but incremental or limited adjustments to safe schools revenue will not 
provide our schools with the resources necessary to meet these demands. A meaningful increase in safe schools 
revenue is necessary to restore lost purchasing power and allow districts to plan responsibly for ongoing safety 
investments. 

We respectfully urge the Committee to provide the resources our schools desperately need by significantly 
increasing safe schools funding for our school districts and intermediate and cooperative districts. 

Thank you again for your focus on school safety and security. We stand ready to work with you to ensure that 
Minnesota’s students and staff have the safe and supportive learning environments they deserve. 

Sincerely, 

Association of Metropolitan School Districts​
MN Association of School Administrators​
MN Association of School Business Officials​
MN School Boards Association​
MN Rural Education Association 

 


