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Dear Members of the House Education Policy Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to write in support of HF 3401, legislation that would meaningfully restrict when firearms
may be brought onto school property. Ensuring safe and supportive learning environments is a top priority for our
members, and clear, enforceable boundaries regarding firearms on school grounds are essential components of that work.

Our school leaders are responsible for safeguarding hundreds of thousands of students and staff each day. They develop
and implement comprehensive safety plans, invest in prevention and intervention strategies, and work closely with law
enforcement and community partners. However, the presence of firearms on or near school property, particularly when not
securely stored, undermines these efforts and increases risk.

The data is sobering. Research from Be SMART shows that 75 percent of active shooters are current students or recent
graduates. Further, up to 80 percent of shooters under the age of 18 obtained the firearm from their own home, a relative’s
home, or a friend. These findings underscore a critical reality: youth access to unsecured firearms is a significant factor in
school-based gun violence.

The research also highlights the growing problem of firearms stolen from vehicles. At least one unsecured gun is stolen
from a car every nine minutes in the United States, and that rate tripled between 2013 and 2023. In 2022, 51 percent of
gun thefts involved firearms stolen from vehicles, and thefts from cars are now the largest source of stolen guns. When
firearms are brought onto school property and left unsecured in vehicles, the risk is compounded by creating opportunities
for theft and increasing the likelihood that those weapons could later be used in acts of violence.

Legislation that clearly restricts when and how firearms may be present on school property, and that reinforces secure
storage requirements, is a reasonable and targeted step to reduce preventable risk. Such policies support school leaders in
maintaining safe campuses, provide clarity for families and staff, and align with the overarching goal we all share:
keeping students, staff and the public safe.

The statute currently provides that a school principal can authorize the possession of a firearm in a school. We believe the
time has come to remove this provision from statute.

The provisions providing the placement of the unloaded firearm, in a locked safe, stored in a locked trunk are positive
regulations that we believe should be incorporated into Minnesota law.

We appreciate the committee’s attention to school safety and stand ready to work with you to strengthen protections for
Minnesota students and educators.

Sincerely,
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