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Legislative Committee Meeting 

Friday, December 19, 2025, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 
Hybrid meeting – In person and via Zoom 

 
 
Members Present: Sally Browne  Colin Cox   Jim DeMay 

Jeff Holmberg  Wendy Lundsgaard  Julie Nielsen 
Laura Oksnevad Kent Pekel   Alison Sherman 
Scott Thielman Michael Thomas  Kita Yang 

 
Staff Present:  Scott Croonquist Kimberly Jansa  Troy Melhus  
  
Guests Present: Kris Amundson Jim Grathwol 
    
 

I. Approval of Minutes of November 21 Meeting 
 

AMSD Chair Jim DeMay called the meeting to order at 7:54 a.m. DeMay asked members to review the 
minutes from the November 21 meeting. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The 
minutes were approved. 
 

II. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Chair DeMay invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to share his report. Croonquist shared the 
results of the primary elections held earlier this week. The special election will take place on January 27, 
and Croonquist noted the House will likely return to a 67-67 tie. 
 
Croonquist noted that Sen. Melissa Wiklund has announced that she will not seek reelection next year. 
There are now a total of 15 legislators planning to retire at the end of their term and another 15 plan to 
run for another office.  
 
Croonquist shared a brief update on the Seclusion Working Group and the Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Special Education and Supt. Kent Pekel provided an update on the Compensatory Revenue Task Force. 
 
Croonquist reminded committee members to mark their calendars for the 2026 Legislative Session 
Preview on February 6. Croonquist reported that all legislators representing AMSD districts have 
received an email asking them to save the date on their calendar. The AMSD legislative platform will be 
presented by Superintendents Jeff Holmberg, Kent Pekel, and Lisa Sayles-Adams. Croonquist noted 
that Rep. Sydney Jordan, Rep. Peggy Bennett, Sen. Steve Cwodzinski and Sen. Zach Duckworth have 
been invited to serve on a panel at the preview.  
 
Croonquist noted that a group of AMSD superintendents (Superintendents Renee Corneille, Peter 
Olson-Skog, and Zena Stenvik) have organized a keynote address and workshops from a national 
organization that promotes a Dignity Index. A keynote address will follow the AMSD Session Preview. 
This will be offered in a hybrid format similar to our Board of Directors meetings. Additional workshops 
and at least one more keynote will be offered, and details will be shared in the coming weeks. 



 
III. Review and Approval of Updates to Standing Position Papers 

  

Executive Director Croonquist noted that the papers for review today are on Student Mental Health and 
Teacher Licensure. Neither of these papers are new but they have just been updated to reflect new data 
and the recently released Teacher Supply and Demand report and MN Student Survey results. The 
Student Mental Health paper went through an extensive update last year.  The Teacher Licensure paper 
does include some new language in the position statement supporting Minnesota’s participation in the 
Interstate Teacher Mobility Compact. The committee members discussed the papers and agreed to 
amend the paper on Teacher Licensure to include a footnote/link to the Teacher Mobility Compact.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the updated position papers on Student Mental Health 
and Teacher Licensure (as amended). The position papers were approved. These papers will be 
brought to the January Board of Directors meeting for approval. 
 

IV. Discussion of Potential Issues in 2026 Legislative Session 
  

Executive Director Croonquist mentioned some of the potential issues for the upcoming session 
including a proposal to create a mandatory statewide health insurance pool for school employees, 
teacher licensure proposals, and abuse prevention education. Croonquist noted that it is going to be a 
challenging session with a closely divided legislature and an election year with all the state constitutional 
offices and legislative seats on the ballot. 
 

V. Adjournment 
  

Chair DeMay announced that he is running for the MN House in District 36A and will be taking a leave of 
absence as AMSD Chair. AMSD Vice Chair Alison Sherman will step in as acting Chair for February and 
March. There being no other business, Chair DeMay adjourned the meeting at 8:48 a.m. 


