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Executive Committee Meeting 
Friday, December 19, 2025, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 
Hybrid meeting – In person and via Zoom 

 
Members Present:  Jim DeMay  Wendy Lundsgaard  Julie Nielsen  
    Laura Oksnevad Kent Pekel   Alison Sherman 
    Michael Thomas Kita Yang  
  
Staff Present:   Scott Croonquist Kimberly Jansa  Troy Melhus  
  
Guests Present:  Kris Amundson Jim Grathwol  
     
 

I. Welcome 
 

AMSD Chair Jim DeMay called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. and welcomed everyone.  
 

II. Approval of Minutes of November 21 Meeting 
 

Chair DeMay asked members to review the minutes from the November 21 meeting. A motion was 
made and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved. 
 

III. Approval of December Disbursements 
 

Chair DeMay asked members to review the monthly disbursements. A motion was made and seconded 
to approve the December disbursements. The disbursements were approved. 
 

IV. Approval of Nominee to Fill Executive Committee Opening 
 

Chair DeMay reminded members that Laura Oksnevad’s term on the St. Anthony-New Brighton school 
board ends at the end of the year. Oksnevad shared a few parting comments and Executive Director 
Scott Croonquist presented her with a small gift of appreciation for her service. Demay reported that 
Oksnevad’s colleague on the St. Anthony-New Brighton School Board, Dr. Cassandra Palmer, is willing 
to fill the remainder of her term. A motion was made and seconded to nominate Dr. Cassandra Palmer, 
St. Anthony-New Brighton school board member, to serve the rest of Oksnevad’s term. The motion was 
approved. 
 

V. Update and Discussion of AMSD Participation in MSBA Initiative 
 

Executive Director Croonquist reminded committee members that MSBA first approached us months 
ago asking for support of their One Voice initiative. At that time, the committee had several concerns 
and questions about our involvement. Croonquist shared that MSBA has hired a new public relations 
consultant to redesign the initiative. Croonquist, along with Chair DeMay and Supt. Michael Thomas, as 
well as other education groups, attended a meeting earlier this month with MSBA to learn more about 
the updates. The new initiative is called Minnesota Kids Rise. DeMay, Thomas, and Croonquist all 
agreed that the re-designed initiative was a significant improvement and largely addressed the concerns 
AMSD had expressed earlier. They proposed that AMSD participate in this new initiative at the middle 



tier for one year, with a reevaluation before further commitment. Committee members discussed the 
proposal, and there was a consensus to proceed. A motion was made and seconded to approve a one-
year $10,000 financial commitment to MSBA’s Minnesota Kids Rise initiative. The motion was approved. 
 

VI. Adjournment 
 

There being no other business, Chair DeMay adjourned the executive committee meeting at 7:54 a.m. 


