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Legislative Committee Meeting 

Friday, November 21, 2025, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 
Hybrid meeting – In person and via Zoom 

 
 
Members Present: Sally Browne  Colin Cox   Jim DeMay 

Marcy Doud  Jeff Holmberg   Wendy Lundsgaard 
Julie Nielsen  Cassandra Palmer (alt.) Kent Pekel 
Alison Sherman Scott Thielman  Michael Thomas 

 
Staff Present:  Scott Croonquist Kimberly Jansa  Troy Melhus  
  
Guests Present: Kris Amundson Josh Downham  Jim Grathwol 
   Lori Grivna 
 
 

I. Approval of Minutes of October 31 Meeting 
 

AMSD Chair Jim DeMay called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. DeMay asked members to review the 
minutes from the October 31 meeting. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The 
minutes were approved. 
 

II. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Chair DeMay invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to share his report. Croonquist reported that 
the November State Budget and Economic Forecast is scheduled to be released on December 4. This 
forecast will provide an updated outlook, but legislators will wait for the February forecast to make 
changes to the biennial budget. 
 
Croonquist shared that a total of 10 legislators have announced they will not be seeking reelection and 
another 11 plan to run for another office. Croonquist noted that he, along with consultants Kris 
Amundson and Lori Griva, has begun meeting with legislators to discuss priorities.  
 
Croonquist shared that Josiah Litant, Executive Director of the Minnesota P-20 Education Partnership 
will be presenting an overview of their dual enrollment project at the December Board of Directors 
meeting. 
 
Croonquist, with the help of Supt. Kent Pekel and Supt. Mary Doud, provided updates on the working 
groups/task forces that are currently meeting. 
 
Croonquist invited committee members to mark their calendars for the 2026 Legislative Session Preview 
on February 6. Croonquist noted that a group of AMSD superintendents are working to bring the Dignity 
Index to Minnesota, with a keynote address to take place immediately following the Session Preview at 
Quora. 
 



Croonquist thanked all those involved with the conference, including the AMSD team, those that 
presented a breakout session, as well as attendees. Croonquist shared the results of the conference 
evaluation. With 19 responses received, the feedback was positive overall. Participants shared they 
enjoyed Dr. Dylan Wiliam as well as the breakout presenters. Another positive change was concluding 
the conference at 1:30. 
 
Croonquist noted that he and AMSD Chair DeMay have been invited by MSBA to get an update on their 
One Voice initiative. An update will be shared at the next committee meeting. 
 

III. Discussion and Approval of 2026 Legislative Platform  
  

Executive Director Croonquist invited committee members to review the updated draft legislative 
platform. This was developed after the discussion at last month’s meeting. Committee members agreed 
on some small formatting and content edits. A motion was made and seconded to approve the 2026 
Legislative Platform, as amended. The 2026 Legislative Platform was approved. This will be brought to 
the December Board of Directors meeting for full approval. 
 

IV. Review and Approval of Updates to Standing Position Papers 
  

Executive Director Croonquist noted that the papers for review today are the positions on Student-
Centered State Accountability Assessments, Compensatory Revenue, English Learner Funding, and 
School Board Renewal of a Capital Projects Referendum.  
 
Croonquist shared that the paper on Assessments is essentially a new one, developed by the student-
centered learning committee’s work last year. The committee members discussed the paper and agreed 
to amend one of the bullet points on the second page. The papers on Compensatory Revenue, English 
Learner Funding and School Board Renewal of a Capital Projects Referendum have been updated with 
new data, but there are no changes to the positions.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the updated position papers Student-Centered State 
Accountability Assessments (as amended), Compensatory Revenue, English Learner Funding and 
School Board Renewal of a Capital Projects Referendum. The position papers were approved. These 
papers will be brought to the December Board of Directors meeting for final approval. 
 

V. Adjournment 
  

There being no other business, Chair DeMay adjourned the meeting at 8:52 a.m. 


