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Board of Directors Meeting 

Friday, October 3, 2025, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 
Quora Education Center, 70 West County B2, Little Canada, MN 

Hybrid Meeting – In person and via Zoom 
 
 
Members Present: Thirty-two members attended the meeting in person and 57 participated 
virtually. 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 

AMSD Chair Jim DeMay called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. DeMay began the meeting by 
recognizing and thanking Minneapolis Public Schools Supt. Lisa Sayles-Adams for her service 
on the legislative committee and presented her with a gift of appreciation. DeMay welcomed 
everyone in person and online and asked if there were any introductions. A few introductions 
were made. 
 

II. Routine Business 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of September 5 Meeting 
 

Chair DeMay asked members to review the minutes from the September 5 meeting. A motion 
was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved. 
 

III. Executive Committee Report 
 

A. Approval of Membership for Forest Lake Area Schools 
 

Chair DeMay shared that the executive committee has approved AMSD membership for Forest 
Lake Area Schools. DeMay introduced and welcomed Supt. Steve Massey to the meeting. A 
motion was made and seconded to approve membership for Forest Lake Area Schools. The 
motion was approved. 
 
B. Report on AMSD FY2025 Financial Review 
 

Chair DeMay reported that Olsen Thielen completed the annual financial review as of June 30. 
Olsen Thielen found no significant differences from the previous year, recommended no 
modifications, and stated the organization is in a strong financial position. DeMay noted that the 
report is available for board members to review and asked if there were any questions. There 
were no questions, and a motion was made and seconded to accept the AMSD FY2025 
Financial Review. The motion was approved. 
 

IV. Legislative Committee Report 
 

A. Approval of Updated Position Papers 
 

Chair DeMay reminded board members that AMSD has several position papers that are 
reviewed and updated each year. At its last meeting, the legislative committee approved the 
updated position papers on Early Childhood Education, Facilities Funding, and Student-Centered 



Learning. Chair DeMay asked if there were any questions about any of the updated papers. 
There were no questions, and a motion was made and seconded to approve the three position 
papers. The position papers were approved.  
 

V. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Chair DeMay invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to give his report. Croonquist reported 
that the House has returned to a 67-67 tie following the special election of Democrat Xp Lee to 
fill the seat of the late Speaker Emerita Melissa Hortman. There are two more special elections 
to fill vacant senate seats on Nov. 4 and depending on the outcome, another House special 
election could be called prior to the start of the 2026 session. Croonquist reported that 
negotiations on an agenda for a potential special session are at an impasse.  
 
Croonquist shared an update on some of the working groups/task forces that were established in 
the last session. The Compensatory Revenue Task Force held its first meeting and will meet 
again on Oct. 6. Two AMSD Board members, Superintendents Kent Pekel and Zena Stenvik, are 
serving on this task force. The appointees to the Blue Ribbon Commission on Special Education 
have now been named. Croonquist congratulated Superintendents Marcy Doud, Cory McIntyre 
and Stacie Stanley for being appointed to the commission. The group’s first meeting is scheduled 
for Oct. 8. The Seclusion Working Group has now met twice, with the most recent meeting 
including a presentation from Intermediate 917 and NE Metro Intermediate 916. The 
Developmental Delay Age Limit Working Group had its first meeting on Tuesday. 
 
Croonquist shared that registration for the annual AMSD/BrightWorks conference scheduled for 
November 11 is now open and asked members to share the registration with any interested staff 
or school board colleagues. 
 

VI. Guest Speaker 
  

Chair DeMay introduced Minnesota State Demographer Dr. Susan Brower. Dr. Brower shared a 
comprehensive overview of state demographic trends and what it means for our school districts. 
Following her presentation, Dr. Brower answered questions from board members. 
 

VII. Adjourn 
 

Chair DeMay reminded board members of upcoming meetings and adjourned the meeting at 
8:39 a.m.  

 


