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Legislative Committee Meeting 

Friday, August 22, 2025, 7:30 – 9 a.m. 
Hybrid meeting – In person and via Zoom 

 
 
Members Present: Sally Browne  Colin Cox  Marcy Doud 
   Jeff Holmberg  Chris Lennox (alt.) Wendy Lundsgaard 

Julie Nielsen  Laura Oksnevad Alison Sherman 
Scott Thielman Michael Thomas Kita Yang 

 
Staff Present:  Scott Croonquist Kimberly Jansa Troy Melhus  
  
Guests Present: Kris Amundson Josh Downham Lori Grivna   
 
 

I. Approval of Minutes of July 25 Meeting 
 

AMSD Vice Chair Alison Sherman called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m. Sherman asked members to 
review the minutes from the July 25 meeting. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. 
The minutes were approved. 
 

II. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Vice Chair Sherman invited Executive Director Scott Croonquist to share his report. Croonquist 
reminded committee members of the three special elections coming up this fall. Croonquist noted that 
those elections could be followed by another special election if a current House Member is elected to an 
open Senate seat. 
 
Croonquist shared an update on some of the working groups/task forces that were established in the 
last session. The Compensatory Revenue Task Force will hold its first meeting on Sept. 3. AMSD 
Superintendents Zena Stenvik and Kent Pekel have been selected to serve on this task force. The 
window to submit an application to serve on the Blue- Ribbon Commission on Special Education has 
closed, and appointees will be announced in the coming days. This commission is charged with 
identifying $250 million in cost savings beginning in the 2028-29 biennium. There is also a Seclusion 
Working Group which held an initial organizational meeting, and a Developmental Delay Age Limit 
Working Group that will be appointed soon. 

 
Croonquist shared an overview of the results of the annual referendum survey. Croonquist reported that 
15 AMSD districts have 21 questions on the Nov. 4 ballot. Croonquist noted that the survey results will 
be highlighted in the September AMSD Connections newsletter. 
 
Croonquist provided an update on the Nov. 11 AMSD/BrightWorks conference. The theme of the 
conference is “Sharper Focus, Stronger Outcomes”. Croonquist shared that the conference planning 
group was contemplating a teacher/principal panel after lunch to end the day and asked for thoughts on 
that idea. Committee members discussed other options including the benefit of student voice and 



possibly highlighting results of the student survey. Croonquist thanked members for the input and 
encouraged them to share other thoughts or feedback as conference planning continues. 
 

III. Review and Discuss Results of Legislative Platform Survey 
  

Executive Director Croonquist reviewed the results of the 2025 legislative platform survey. There were 
26 responses received. Croonquist noted that the biennial budget was adopted in the last session and 
the focus in the 2026 session will be on policy issues and possibly a bonding bill. Committee members 
discussed the funding and policy issues identified in the survey. Croonquist noted that the survey results 
are the first step in the platform development process. He will work to develop a draft outline for a 
platform for the next meeting and asked committee members to share additional thoughts and ideas with 
him.  
 

IV. Discussion of Resumption of Friend of Public Education Award 
  

Executive Director Croonquist invited committee members to review the history of the Friend of Public 
Education Award. When the award was established, it was meant to recognize legislators that supported 
public education and AMSD’s legislative priorities. It was also seen as a way to build relationships with 
legislators. For a variety of reasons, AMSD has not issued the award the past few years. Committee 
members discussed the pros and cons of resuming the award but ultimately decided against it. 
 

V. Adjournment 
  

There being no other business, Vice Chair Sherman adjourned the meeting at 9:04 a.m. 


