May 27, 2025
Dear Commissioner Jett,

We are writing to express our deep concern regarding the Minnesota Department of Education’s
recent decision to limit out-of-field permissions for special education teachers to a maximum of
three years. This policy change presents significant staffing challenges and threatens the
continuity of services for students with disabilities across the state.

Minnesota is already experiencing a statewide shortage of licensed special education teachers.
By capping out-of-field permissions at three years, districts lose essential staffing flexibility at a
time when recruiting fully licensed candidates remains highly competitive. Without the option to
extend these permissions, districts may be forced to leave positions unfilled or rely on long-term
substitutes who may lack experience with specialized instruction, accommodations, and behavior
management. Removing experienced, though out-of-field, teachers after three years disrupts
student learning and compromises a district’s ability to meet IEP timelines and goals—ultimately
hindering students' rights to a free and appropriate public education.

This policy also has serious financial implications. Districts invest heavily in supporting out-of-
field teachers through mentoring, university partnerships, and professional development. When
these educators are no longer allowed to serve—despite their growth and dedication - that
investment is lost. Districts are then forced to redirect already limited resources toward new
recruitment efforts or costly contracted services, further straining budgets.

Given these pressing concerns, and the urgency for staffing, we respectfully request a meeting
with you to discuss this decision and explore potential, and necessary, solutions.

Sincerely,

Minnesota Administrators for Special Education
Minnesota Association of School Personnel Administrators
Association of Metropolitan School Districts

Minnesota Association of School Administrators
Minnesota Association Secondary School Principals
Minnesota Elementary Schools Principals Association
Minnesota Rural Education Association

Minnesota School Boards Association
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