


School Integration In The US
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About The Presenter



Land Acknowledgement

BrightWorks respectfully 
acknowledges that the land 
known as Minnesota is the 
ancestral homelands of the 
Dakota and Anishinaabe 
people, and we pay our 
respect to these stewards 
both past and present.



Reflection and Dialogue

Reflection and Dialogue are essential processes for individuals and 
organizations engaged in a journey toward Cultural Proficiency:
● REFLECTION is the discussion we have with ourselves to understand 

our values and behaviors
● DIALOGUE is the discussion we have with others to understand their 

values and behaviors

.

•Stay Engaged

•Experience Discomfort

•Speak Your Truth

•Expect and Accept             
Non-Disclosure



School Integration In Minnesota
● Unpack the unique history of school 

desegreation in the US and Minnesota

● Reflect on your identity and the experiences 

of others in school and community 

community

● Review equity focused school counseling 

strategies to promote school integration in 

our counseling practice today



When do you recall  having your 
first friend of a different race?

How many teachers of color did 
you have in your K-12 educational 

experience?



Culturally Responsive School Leadership



Culturally Responsive School Leadership



History of Race and Ethnicity in the US

A Visual History of the U.S. Race Box - The Atlantic

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html




Metro Area Racial Demographics



History of US Integration



Researching Integration



The Integration 
Years

1931 Lemon Grove Incident

1946 California Mendes Vs. Westminster

1954  - Topeka Kansas, Brown Vs. Board of Education 

1956 Clinton Tennessee - The Clinton 12.  

1957 New Orleans Louisiana - Ruby Bridges

1957  Little Rock Arkansas – Little Rock 9

1963 Illinois - Armstrong Act

1963 Birmingham, Alabama – motive for 16th Street Bombing

1965 Milwaukee Wisconsin 

1969 Leland Mississippi – The Harvest

1971 Minnesota - The Hale Field Pairing

1972 North Carolina  - Swan Vs. Charlotte Mecklenburg 

1974 - Springfield Massachusetts 

1974 – Boston Massachusetts

1974 – St. Paul, Minnesota

2017 Mississippi – Cleveland and Central HS



MN Integration Story–The 1971 Pairing 



Minnesota Integration Story

What is one new 

learning you had 

around school 

integration?

What are ways we 

see components of 

segregation in 

schools and the 

community?



Integration Impact On Black 
Educators

Prior to 1954, there were about 82,000 
Black teachers in the United State. 

By 1964 38,000 black teacher had been 
fired

1954-55 90% Black had been  

administrators fired

6.7% of US teachers today are Black

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2967189
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2967189
https://www.the74million.org/article/how-black-teachers-lost-when-civil-rights-won-in-brown-v-board/


Advocate Updates
Demographics of advanced level courses

School population demographics

School climate 

Post secondary exposure and enrollment

Funding allocations

Discipline and suspension rates

Graduation Rates

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UY6b2Lrh8ujY2K3bbrE_rNJY5Xk6lHbhhV9tscnjaos/edit?tab=t.0


School Administrators 
Strategies to Promote 
Integration

• Know yourself and your own identities.  Share real 
life experiences. (Relationship with students, 
assumptions, bias)

• Promote learning about individual identity and 
build inclusion and curiosity with people of 
different identities.

• Disaggregate and analyze data by student 
subgroups

• Address hate and discrimination 

• Lead community engagement, classroom lessons, 
small groups and individual counseling spaces to 
promote inclusion and belonging of all students

No photo description available.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1g2pb5X8EqkgP7gJfJEsnbyYLqQS9zomLz0_Mj5vNGks/edit?usp=sharing


Race And Identity Harm In Minnesota Schools 

2024 Woodbury High School - substitute teacher reenacts George 
Floyd’s murder on student

•2024 Statewide-LGBTQ students bring anti-bullying message to MN 
Capital in wake of Next Benedict

•2023 St. Cloud leaders issue plea to MSHSL to address racial 
harassment at games

•2023 - Ricori High Schools settles lawsuit with family over racial 
harassment

•2023 – Champlin Park High School teacher writes N-word on board 
during English.

•2022 New Prague Schools – Parents and students make racist 
remarks at basketball game. Future matches cancelled.

•2021 Prior Lake High School student told her Black skin is ugly and to 
kill herself

•2021 Maple River High School – Multiple racial incidents including a 
student yelling racist slurs in the hall, and.

• 2021 Centennial High School Students Students organize walkout 
after patterns of anti-Asian hate

•2020 Maple Grove Middle School – Social media video posted of two 
African American students jumping a White student after ongoing 
racial harassment.

•2019 Minnetonka High School- In a photo shared on social media, two 
students hold up a placard referring to Hitler and make Nazi salutes.



What is one strategy you 
have used or could use 
to promote integration 
at your school or 
district?

Speak Up at School | Learning for Justice

https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Speak-Up-2021.pdf


Twitter - @MrFranchise34
Instagram – Love.Hope.Grace.3
MPS Neighborhood
Minneapolis Public Schools Derek.Francis@brightworksmn.org

THANK YOU
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