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What we do

HOPKINS

The Hopkins Public Schools Legislative Action Coalition (LAC) is a

non-partisan advocacy group.

Comprised of school board members,
parents, students, and community
members.

Advocates for education funding and
policies at both state and federal levels.
Works closely with District Leadership to
identify pressing education issues each
year.

Creates a Legislative Platform approved
by the School Board to represent the
district's priorities.

Recognized as a valuable resource
for legislators, policymakers, and
advocacy groups for research,
community connections, and timely
advocacy.

Partners with AMSD, MSBA, and
neighboring school district advocacy
groups to host community events on
education finance, special education,
and school safety.

Organizes an annual day of advocacy
at the Capitol, including individual
meetings with 9 legislators.
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Today's Schedule

9:00 am
Senate District 45

Ann Johnson Stewart
Kathleen Fowke

10:00 am
House District 43B

Mike Freiberg
Steve Merriman

11:00 am
House District 45B

Patty Acomb

1:00 pm
House District 46A

Larry Kraft
John Nagle

2:00 pm
House District 46B

Cheryl Youakim
Kim Rich

3:00 pm
House District 49A

Alex Falconer
Stacy Bettison



Forum Guidelines

The LAC does not support or oppose any political party or candidate.

The views expressed in this forum are those of the candidates, and not
of the LAC or Hopkins Public Schools.

The purpose of this forum to is offer an opportunity for voters to hear
the candidates discuss important education issues that will affect
students and families in our school district and across Minnesota.

Public Schools Legislative Action Coalition (LAC) is a non-partisan
advocacy group.
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Guidelines for constituent questions
HOPKINS

e The community had the opportunity to submit questions in advance
via email or by scanning a QR code.

e Questions that are unclear, hostile, or of a personal nature will not be
used.

e (Questions that are similar may be combined and summarized by the
moderator.

e Questions may be submitted via chat during the Facebook Live event,
and the moderator will treat them as stated above, though only
questions related to education will be entertained for the purposes of
this forum.
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Forum Format
HOPKINS

e Each candidate will have 2 minutes to introduce themselves and
1 minute for a concluding statement.

e FEach candidate will have 2 minutes to answer each question
presented by the moderator.

e The timekeeper will present a running timer to keep track of the
2-minute countdown.

e The moderator reserves the right to utilize the mute feature if a
candidate exceeds the time.



Question 1: Vouchers

In recent years, numerous proposals have been made in the
legislature to provide public funding for private and religious
schools, either directly through vouchers or indirectly through tax
credits, tax-sheltered accounts, or by routing tuition through
tax-exempt organizations.

What is your position on providing public funding for non-public
schools? Please explain your reasoning.



Question 2: Funding

If elected, your oath to uphold the Minnesota State Constitution includes the Education
Clause (Art.Xlll, Sec.1), which reads in part: The legislature shall make such provisions by
taxation or otherwise as will secure a thorough and efficient system of public schools
throughout the state.

As you are aware, increases in the state funding formula are not keeping up with inflation
and expenses. Consumer Price Index (CPI) increases over the last two years have ranged
from 2.5% t0 9.1%. The increase in the formula in 2023 still resulted in deficit spending in
some districts even with reductions to curb expenses, due in part to many new mandates
that came with the funding increase.

Do you support an increase in the Per Pupil Formula and removal of the current cap of 3%
on the inflation factor for the Per Pupil Formula?
Do you have additional solutions to secure sound funding for Minnesota public schools?



Question 3: MDE

How does your vision for public education in Minnesota align with
the priorities of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE)?

https://education.mn.qov/MDE/about/plan/



https://education.mn.gov/MDE/about/plan/
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Media Links

HOPKINS

SCAN
the QR Code for our
Hopkins LAC website and
you'll find all the links you
need for more information!

Scan me! >




