



It’s time for a 


New Minnesota Miracle





Want to see the bill move forward? Here’s how to get involved! 


Learn about how funding decisions affect your schools and ultimately impact kids. 


Develop a relationship with your legislators. 


Get involved in a local legislative network so that you know what is happening at the Capitol.  


Spread the word—use local papers and the ball fields to tell your stories and educate your community about the REAL needs of our schools.


Make a “road trip” to the Capitol.  Let your legislator know you are following their efforts.


Make education a campaign issue by attending candidate forums and asking about education.





P.S. Minnesota is non-partisan coalition of Minnesota education and parent groups united to advocate for adequate and sustainable public education funding. Coalition members include:


Association of Metropolitan School Districts ( ISAIAH/Grip ( Lake Superior Area Schools ( Lakes Country Service Cooperative ( MN Administrators of Special Education ( MN Association of School Administrators ( MN Association of School Business Officials ( MN Association of Secondary School Principals ( MN Elementary School Principals Association ( MN League of Women Voters ( MN Parent Teacher Association ( MN Rural Education Association ( MN School Boards Association ( MN School Public Relations Association (Northeast Service Cooperative ( Parents United for Public Schools ( Resource Training and Solutions ( Schools for Equity in Education ( South Central Service Cooperative ( Southeast Service Cooperative ( Southwest/West Central Service Cooperative





For links to these and other references, resources and studies, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.psminnesota.org" ��www.psminnesota.org�:


1 � HYPERLINK "http://www.centerforpubliceducation" ��Gilliam and Zigler 2004�).� HYPERLINK "http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org" ��www.centerforpubliceducation.org�


2 � HYPERLINK "http://www.ready4k.org" ��www.ready4k.org�


3 Strickland, Dorothy,International Reading Association


4 Adelman, Clifford, The Toolbar Revisited, Paths to Degree Completion from High School Through College


5 Mitchell and Mitchell;1999 Zahorik,1999)


6 Student Teacher Achievement Ratio (STAR) project, Health &     Education Research Operative Services, Incorporated


7 � HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/10/20011003-12.html" ��Executive Order on Excellence in Special Education�, Pres.   George W. Bush, Oct 3, 2001 


8 Collier (1987) and Collier and Thomas (1988)


9 Peter Hlebowitsh,University of Iowa College of Education.


10 Alexander, Karl, National Center for Summer Learning


11 Minnesota Constitution Article XIII, Section 1











In its present form, HF 4178 allows school districts the ability to target dollars for use in researched-based programs that will provide proven, measureable results. The bill:





Provides for Early Learning


All-Day K


Early childhood programs


Early intervention programs


High-quality pre-kindergarten programs can generate savings for states and school districts through fewer special education placements, grade retentions, and remedial services.1 In fact, every $1 spent on quality early education saves taxpayers up to $12.2





One important reason for the current emphasis on early intervention (i.e., programs designed to positively influence the course of language and literacy development in children age 0–8) is the research evidence indicating that a pattern of school failure starts early and persists throughout a child's school career.3





Provides for Academic Rigor


Academically rigorous coursework


Lower class sizes


Classroom innovation


Career and technical education


Gifted and talented





Simply put, students who are challenged do better than those who are not.4





Students in smaller classes performed better than students in larger classes on reading and mathematics achievement tests.5














During the school year, lower income student’s skills improve at close to the same rate as those of their more advantaged peers. Over the summer, middle and upper income children’s skills continue to improve, while lower income children’s skills do not. Summer learning shortfall experienced by low-income children over the elementary grades has consequences that reverberate throughout children’s schooling, and can impact whether a child ultimately earns a high school diploma and continues on to college. 10      





Provides for Infrastructure


Transportation dollars


Maintain school district buildings





Buildings and buses should support learning, not compete with it. Transportation costs have skyrocketed: bus fleets and buildings are aging. Dollars directed toward school building maintenance and bus safety and purchase reduces a district's need to choose between purchasing books or roofing a building.





Each one of these provisions has a direct impact on student achievement and the potential to help all students throughout the state receive the education they need to succeed. Remember, giving students a quality education is so important, it’s included in our State constitution.11





For more information about the HF 4178 or Minnesota’s education funding, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.psminnesota.org" ��www.psminnesota.org�.





*Although HF 4178 doesn’t include all items included in the P.S. Minnesota framework, it sets our State working toward providing adequate, equitable, rational, and sustainable education funding.














Research leaves no doubt that small classes have an advantage over larger classes in reading and math in early primary grades.6 





Directed funds ensure that districts provide a level of funding in each of these important areas. That means that students with different interests and talents can continue to grow academically.





Provides an Extra Boost


Fully funds state’s special education costs


Raises reimbursement, lifts cap for English Language Learning services


Adds dollars for Free and Reduced lunch


More in-school time 





For many years, districts have had to use their general fund to pay for special education services. Fully funding the state’s formula for special education costs, removes pressure from the general fund while providing for the needs of individual students, as required by Federal law.7





Research has found that immigrant children who were under 12 when they arrived, and who had had at least two years of schooling in their native country, reached the 50th percentile on reading, language arts, science, and social studies tests 5-7 years after arrival. The studies also found that adolescent arrivals studying only in English need 7-10 years to achieve at equal levels with native peers.8 





The relationship between student achievement and social economic status is well established and deeply rooted. It's a simple historical reality of American schooling that students from higher income settings generally outperform students from lower income settings.9 

















