Votes on Key Legislative Issues
Labor Day/School Calendar – HF 195 would allow school districts to start school before Labor Day in 2009 and 2010.  The bill was passed out of the K-12 Education Policy and the K-12 Finance Committees and the referred to the full Finance Committee.  The bill was defeated on a 13-11 vote.  AMSD urged House Members to support the bill.  Here is the vote tally:

Voting Yes


Voting No

Absent
Carlson



Howes


Emmer

Buesgens


Thissen


Brod

Hausman


Smith


Champion

Huntley



Shimanski

Simon

Kohls



Murphy


Garofolo

Lenczewski


Kiffmeyer

Greiling

Paymar



Solberg


Clark

Knuth



Rukavina

Peppin

Slawik



Kahn


Wagenius




Benson



Hilty

Juhnke



Hackbarth





Pelowski





Winkler

Charter School Moratorium -  HF 935 is the bill increasing oversight and accountability of charter schools.  AMSD and other education organizations worked to include a provision in the bill to prohibit, for a 3 year period, a new or existing charter school from opening within a 1 mile radius of a school that had been closed unless the local school board granted approval.  Rep. Jim Davnie responded to concerns that a 3 year moratorium was too long and offered an amendment to decrease the moratorium to 2 years.  The Davnie amendment was adopted.  Rep. Mark Buesgens then offered an amendment to delete the moratorium language completely.  AMSD opposed the Buesgens amendment.  The amendment passed 11 – 9.  The vote tally was as follows:

Voting Yes


Voting No

Absent

Benson



Anderson, Paul

Garofolo

Buesgens


Anzelc




Demmer


Brown

Dettmer


Davnie

Dittrich



Greiling

Doepke



Morgan

Mariani



Newton

Marquart


Tillberry

McFarlane


Ward

Slocum

Swails

Charter School Moratorium – a similar amendment relating to a charter school moratorium occurred in the Senate Charter School Subcommittee.   SF 867 was amended to include a prohibition on a charter school opening within a 1 mile radius of a public school that has closed for 3 years after the date the school closed unless the Commissioner of Education determines that the new charter school applicant does not intend to reestablish the closed public school as a charter school.  Senator David Hann offered an amendment to delete this provision.  AMSD opposed the Hann amendment.  The amendment failed on a 3-3 tie vote:
Voting Yes


Voting No
Bonoff



Rummel

Hann



Saltzman

Olson, Gen


Wiger

Statewide Health Insurance – HF 866 is this year’s version of legislation that would create a mandatory statewide health insurance pool for school employees.  All school employees would be pooled in the Public Employee Insurance Plan. (PEIP)  The AMSD Board has a standing position in opposition to a mandatory pool.  The bill was heard in the House Commerce Committee and was passed on a vote of 9-7 as follows:
Voting Yes


Voting No

Absent

Atkins



Anderson, Sarah
Mullery
Anzelc



Davnie


Simon

Davids



Hoppe

Fritz



Lillie

Hosch



Murdock

Johnson


Sanders

Knuth



Zellers

Slocum

Thao

